Sep 10, 2024
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Explore one of Europe’s best-loved rivers. Discover the turreted fortresses,
grand cathedrals, historic cities, medieval towns and stunning scenery of the
Middle Rhine—a UNESCO World Heritage Site. Taste the region’s renowned
{ white wines, the roots of its terraced vineyards reaching back to Roman
times. Savor the various culinary traditions of Alsace. With calls in Amster-
dam, Cologne and Basel, this journey reveals a rich landscape of beauty and

culture.

Included Cruise Features:

-Roundtrip Motorcoach to airport

-7 Nts onboard the Viking Gersemi, a state of the art Viking Longship

-All onboard meals created by Swiss-trained chefs featuring fresh ingredients
& regional specialty options

-Complimentary wine, beer and soft drinks with onboard dinner and lunch
service, bottled water and complimentary cappuccino, coffee and tea at the

24-hour hot beverage bar.

-Complimentary Wi-Fi onboard

-6 Guided Shore Excursions led by knowledgeable local guides utilizing an
audio headset system

FRIENDSHIP TOURS

-Attentive Service from award-winning, English-speaking staff, plus the

THE SHIP SHOP personalized assistance of your onboard Viking Concierge
705 Bloomfield Ave, Bloomfield, CT 06002

860-243-1630 ® 800.243-1630 -All Taxes and Port Fees

www.friendshiptours.net -Ship Shop Tour Director

Not Included: Roundtrip air—Viking air promotions are determined at the
T115 time you reserve your cabin. Call The Ship Shop for more information.



Day 1: Fly to Amsterdam, The Netherlands: Board your deluxe motorcoach to the THE NETHERLANDS
airport for your flights to Amsterdam- a city famous for its many canals, art muse- Amsterdam,_
ums and much more. North
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Day 2: Amsterdam, The Netherlands: Arrive in Amsterdam and after clearing Cus- Antwerp, |
toms, transfer to your beautiful Viking Longship. A city of charming canals, elegant BELGIUM eer
gabled houses, splendid museums and abundant bicycles, the Dutch capital of Am- LR Koblenz). Radesheim
sterdam is a delight to explore. Its patchwork of waterways forms about 90 islands
connected by 1,500 bridges. After boarding, the afternoon is yours to relax or explore
the city on your own. You may wish to visit the Anne Frank House or the Rijksmuse- A e
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Day 3: Kinderdijk, The Netherlands: Kinderdijk is a village community in the Alblass-
erwaard province. This corner of South Holland, part of the scenic Waal and Mer- Basel  Lucerne
wede regions, has long been shaped by Rhine Delta waters. Kinderdijk is most known . Interlaken, SWITZERLAND

for its 19 remarkably preserved 18th-century windmills. You will walk with your

guide into the serene polder lands of South Holland. As you cross the dike to the windmills, you will notice that they in fact are at a lower elevation
than your ship, as much of this part of The Netherlands is below sea level. Built in the mid-18th century, these 19 windmills, the largest concentra-
tion in The Netherlands, stand like sentinels on a hushed landscape. You will learn why they were built and see firsthand how they work, even step-
ping into a working windmill to observe its mechanics and living quarters. Families who live in these mills are required to keep them in working
order. This excursion provides a revealing look at these marvelous buildings that helped shape the legendary Dutch landscape. (B, L, D)

Day 4: Cologne, Germany:

Cologne reveals its Roman heritage in its city layout and the ancient ruins that lie scattered through the town. Cologne’s modern plazas and Hohe
Strasse host welcoming shops, enticing restaurants and cologne boutiques. Of note is the city’s 14th-century cathedral, a stunning example of
Gothic artistry and a UNESCO World Heritage Site. Having survived Allied bombs during World War Il, the cathedral’s imposing twin spires are visi-
ble for miles and its stained glass windows fill the interior with brilliant colored light. Its steps lead to a platform with astounding views. Today on
your walking tour you will learn about Cologne’s heritage and view its iconic cathedral, towering over the city in all its Gothic splendor. (B, L, D)

Day 5: Koblenz, Germany; Cruising the Middle Rhine; Rudesheim, Germany : This wonderful day begins in Koblenz - a traditional German city,
founded more than 2,000 years ago. This former trading settlement rests on a massif of the Middle Rhine Highlands. Its cobblestone streets, wood-
beamed houses adorned with flowers, ancient market square and medieval churches recall the fairy-tale Germany of old. At the “German Corner,”
a massive equestrian statue of Prince William | observes the lovely riverside scene. This afternoon experience scenic sailing along the Middle
Rhine—The Rhine River flows through one of Germany’s most scenic regions. As you sail its most picturesque stretch, the UNESCO World Heritage
Site of the Middle Rhine, you will pass vineyard-blanketed hills whose steep slopes require vintners to pick grapes by hand, keeping a centuries-old
tradition alive. Splendid castles line the banks, all of which have stories to share, and the Lorelei Rock presides at a dramatic curve in the river. This
infamous river maiden mesmerized sailors with her song and lured them to their demise at her feet. Later in the day arrive in Rudesheim, Germa-
ny, located in the heart of Germany’s Rheingau region, Ridesheim is the area’s center of winemaking. The famed Drosselgasse, a cobblestone
street lined with taverns that pour local vintages and spill music into alleyways, attracts locals and visitors alike. Half-timbered houses, narrow war-
rens and old inns lend the town a medieval flavor. Castles once provided security for the region, including the 9th-century Bromserburg Castle, the
oldest on the Rhine. The Siegfried’s Mechanical Music Cabinet museum also houses an impressive collection of self-playing instruments. (B, L, D)

Day 6: Speyer, Germany: Enjoy a fascinating stroll through Speyer, home to the largest of the three Romanesque imperial cathedrals. It is believed
that the Protestants earned their name here in 1529 after citizens and royalty drafted the “Protestation at Speyer,” proclaiming their right to prac-
tice Christianity as they please. In 1689, Louis XIV’s troops plundered Speyer and left it in ruins; over many decades, it was artfully rebuilt. During
your walk, you will marvel at the exterior of the red sandstone cathedral, a UNESCO World Heritage Site. Eight emperors are entombed here, in-
cluding some of the most notable Holy Roman Emperors. Reconstructed after Louis XIV’s invasion, its six towers dominate the skyline. Pass the
Jewish courtyard, once home to one of the most important medieval synagogues, and Speyer’s Altportel, or Old Gate, the last remains of the
town’s fortifications. There will also be time to stroll the city’s charming, shop-lined main thoroughfare. (B,L,D)

Day 7: Strausbourg, France: The largest port on the Upper Rhine, Strasbourg is the cultural center of France’s Alsace region. Thanks to its location
at the border of France and Germany, it boasts a convivial mix of cultural influences. The well-preserved Old Town is enclosed on all sides by the
little Ill River, with sites so compact that it is easy to explore the “island” on foot. And there is plenty to explore: cobblestone streets lined with
wooden houses and intersected by picturesque canals. Indulging in Alsatian café culture is central to any visit here; enjoy coffee and cake amid
lovely half-timbered houses. (B, L, D)

Day 8: Breisach, Germany: Admire the dense, lofty fir forests of Germany’s Schwarzwald, the fabled Black Forest. Embark with your guide on a
scenic drive through a mythical land of cuckoo clocks, glassblowing and timeless fairy tales. Your panoramic route will take you through wine-
producing villages, each of them cradled among the soft, undulating hills, bucolic woodlands and prolific vineyards of southwestern Germany. Your
journey culminates in a winding ascent up to the beautiful Hofgut Sternen hotel, a loyal keeper of Black Forest traditions. During your visit, you may
choose your immersion into Black Forest culture: take an invigorating forest stroll, attend a cuckoo clock demonstration, watch a glassblower at
work, or learn to make the decadent Black Forest Cake for which this region is known. After, return to your ship via Freiburg, a major university and
ecclesiastical center. (B, L, D)

Day 9: Flights Home:
After breakfast, transfer to the airport for your flights home taking with your wonderful memories of Germany & France. Upon arrival home in the
States, your motorcoach will be awaiting your arrival to transfer you to Connecticut. (B)




Costs are Per Person, Twin occupancy

CatF  Standard Outside Cabin $3199.
CatE  Standard Outside Cabin $3299.
CatD  French Balcony Cabin $3999.
CatC  French Balcony Cabin $4199.
CatB  Veranda Cabin $4599,
CatA  Veranda Cabin $4799.

Space is subject to availability at time of booking.
Roundtrip transportation is based on a minimum # of passengers.
Roundtrip air is not included in above fares and is based on when you deposit.

B Explorer Suite (ES) I Veranda Suite (AA) [ Veranda (A)
[ veranda (B) [T] French Balcony (C) [ French Baicony (D)
M Standard (E) [ standard (F)
Main deck Upper deck Shop, Reception Bridge Observaton lounge
Herb Garden, Aquavit Terrace
Solar Panels
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[T] |l Véater-level staterooms have smaller windows

Standard Cabin (E)

French Balcony (D & C)

Veranda Cabin (B & A)



Costs:

CatF Standard Outside Stateroom $3199.pp twin
CatE Standard Outside Stateroom $3299.pp twin
CatD French Balcony Stateroom $3999.pp twin
CatC French Balcony Stateroom $4199.pp twin
CatB Veranda Cabin $4599.pp twin
CatA Veranda Cabin $4799.pp twin

Ship Shop Escort & Transportation to Airport is based on a minimum # of passengers.
BOOK BY SEP 10, 2024 or Until Space Sells Out!!
Air: Air is not included in above rates. If cabin is booked by Jul 31, 2024 air cost is $799 per person roundtrip

Mobility: This tour involves moderate-level walking tours in each port, mostly on uneven surfaces. This cruise may not be suitable
for passengers with mobility issues.

Deposit: $750.pp due with reservation. Reservations are recommended ASAP for best cabins. Space is subject to availability at
time of deposit. Check with the Ship Shop at any time for current availability on this sailing.

Final Payment: September 15, 2024. Final payments paid with E-check save 3.3 %. Ask Ship Shop for details

Cancellation Penalty: If cancelled after deposit and before June 2, 2025 fee of $250.pp; Jun 3-Jul 3, 2025 fee of 50% of total fare;
Jul 4-Aug 4, 2025 fee of 75% of total fare; No refunds after Aug 4, 2025. Air penalties are not included in above and may be
additional.

Trip Protection Coverage is strongly recommended. Friendship Tours offers Travel Protection insurance through 2 insurance
providers: NTA Travel Protection Plan and Travel Insured International. Trip Protection offers coverage for Cancellation for covered
medical reasons, Interruption, Emergency Medical, Travel Delay, & more.
The AON/NTA Travel Protection Plan offers 3 levels of insurance: Basic or Enhanced or Enhanced with Cancel For Any Reason
(CFAR). The Pre-existing medical condition exclusion can be waived by purchasing the Enhanced Plan within14 days of your
deposit or initial payment. The Enhanced Plan with the add-on of CFAR must be purchased within 14 days of initial deposit.
CFAR allows you to cancel for any reason up to 48 priors to departure and reimburses up to 75% of your nonrefundable trip
cost. To enroll: Tour Operator Location #076068 OR call AON 1-800-388-1470.
Travel Insured International offers the Worldwide Trip Protection plan with the option to add upgrade benefits (available for
additional cost) including CFAR when purchased within 21 days of your initial deposit. Other upgrades include Electronic
Equipment, Event Ticket Fee Protection, Travel Inconvenience. To enroll:
Agency #18649
Premiums are non-refundable once paid. Terms & Conditions apply.
Plan details are available at . Call Friendship Tours 860-243-1630 for assistance in
enrolling.

This package is subject to our full Terms & Conditions including our Tour Policies and Responsibilities which can be found on our
website at https://www.friendshiptours.net/tour-policies. Paper copies are available upon request. It is your responsibility to

read these Terms & Conditions. By signing up and making payment on a tour, you agree to be bound to these Terms &
Conditions. Cruise lines reserve the right to alter itineraries including change or cancellation of ports. These changes will not be
considered a material change and will not be considered cause for cancellation or refund by the guest.

Proof of Citizenship:

U.S. Citizens: Valid Passport required—must be valid 6 months past the return date

Non U.S. Citizens are responsible for obtaining proper documentation for travel.

Friendship Tours / The Ship Shop is not responsible for passengers not having proper documentation for travel

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT: The Ship Shop 860-243-1630 800-243-1630
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' THE SHIP SHOP

705 Bloomfield Ave, Bloomfield, CT 06002
860-243-1630 ® 800-243-1630

www.friendshiptours.net




